Lateralization of epileptic foci by neuropsychological testing in mesial temporal lobe epilepsy.
This study investigated the lateralizing value of neuropsychological testing in presurgical evaluation of mesial temporal lobe epilepsy (MTLE). This study differed from previous ones in that the cutoff values were determined to yield high positive predictive values (PPVs), multiple neuropsychological predictors were considered in combination, and patients with atypical language dominance or low intelligence were not excluded from the sample. The participants were 92 patients with MTLE (left, n = 47; right, n = 45) who showed good postoperative seizure control. With a stringent cutoff criterion, the multiple neuropsychological predictors considered in combination yielded a sensitivity of 15% and a PPV of 93%, and with a less stringent cutoff criterion, a sensitivity of 37% and a PPV of 83%.